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Through the gothic-style poem by Edgar Alan Poe “The raven”, where the sense of 

death and loss is strong, the word “nevermore” of the poem becomes a cry of despair 

coming from all the human beings and at the same time it becomes the beginning of the 

artist’s work. Having as a starting point the fact of the gruesome world of war and seeing 

the beauty of nature being lost, Poe’s dolorous cry “nevermore” becomes evident in the 

artist’s works with a sense of bitter resentment. 

Nowadays, the daily routine has become synonymous with pictures of total 

violence and the human has become an observer of this destruction either of ecological 

nature or of human lives. The observer, being incompetent, cannot remain indifferent and 

disregard his existential soul-searching. 

The artist by following a contradictory stance through all his new work, nature, life, 

birth, joy, piece – destruction, death, sorrow, war, has as ultimate goal the exploration of 

the human nature. Athanassiadis does not produce a harmonious and complacent kind 

of art, which puts our consciousness to sleep. His work is elaborated through contrarieties 

of today’s reality and by examining it he presents the existential agony and the questions 

related to the human fate. By facing today’s reality he expresses his angst and agony. 

His painting is a search of a redefinition of the sketch and painting itself. The nervous 

nature of his drawing produces a kind of movement within the exhibition’s paintings, by 

negating the realistic structure and by creating multiple levels of reading and thoughts. 

This is something that we rarely come across in nowadays works of art and those that 

belong to the mainstream. 

Christos Athanassiadis’ exhibition includes also two videos, which by covering the 

same theme establish a dialogue with the exhibition’s paintings. 

 


